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Tom Zadik

Spiral

For The Djanogly Community Orchestra and John Rayfield
who gave the first performance on 24 March 2012

Orchestra  
Two flutes, second doubling piccolo 
Two oboes, second doubling cor anglais 
Two clarinets in B flat 
Two bassoons 
Four horns in F 
Two trumpets in B flat 
Two tenor trombones 
One bass trombone 
One tuba 
Timpani (three) 
One harp (ad lib) 
Violins I 
Violins II 
Violas 
Violoncelli 
Double basses  

Spiral  

I took up composing music when I retired, and Spiral is my first piece for orchestra,   

It is notoriously difficult to explain the ‘meaning’ of a piece of music, and in any case, its 
meaning has changed during its long gestation.  However, one might think about a benign 
idea that emerges out of the cloud, together with a malign counter-idea.  The two ideas 
spiral round each other until the benign idea is suppressed by the growing strength of the 
counter-idea.  It briefly re-emerges but is broken and lost in the hubbub of new ideas.  It 
emerges again but only manages to hold its own against the other ideas by taking on some 
of the darker character of the counter-idea.  And by the end, we’ve found some beauty in 
the counter-idea and pathos in both.    

I could not have done this without the help of my two mentors, Anthony Gilbert and 
Nicholas Sackman, and I am very grateful to John Rayfield and the members of the 
Djanogly Community Orchestra for giving the first performance.    

Tom Zadik  
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